
Licence - Letters of support

RESIDENTS 6 incl. Arlington House residents

ACCOMMODATION 3 Fort Road Hotel

The Albion Rooms

So Hot Propery

RESTAURANTS 3 Angela's Restaurant

Café Darcy

Cinque Ports

TRANSPORT 2 Southeastern

Stagecoach South East

SERVICES 5 County Security

IMS Medical Services

Fire & Rescue

IMP Studio + Live

Avenue Services

LOCAL BUSINESSES 3 Premier  Signs

Design + Build

Larder Catering

NIGHT-TIME ECONOMY 4 Totally Wired

Faith Strangers

Justine's

Soundcrash / LiveNation

INSTITUTIONS 4 Turner Contemporary

Women's Institute

Margate Pride

People Dem Collective

Creative Circle

EDUCATION 1 East Kent College

INDUSTRY 3 Shepherd Neame

Bompas & Parr

Barserve

















































To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing to voice my ardent support for the proposal to expand the number of events at Dreamland. As a 

local entrepreneur and resident, I am convinced that investing in the nightlife and cultural economy is of 

paramount importance for the well-being and prosperity of our community. Economic research has consistently 

demonstrated that bolstering creative and cultural industries can have a substantial and positive impact on the 

economy as a whole, by generating employment opportunities and boosting revenue for local businesses. The 

proposed expansion of events at Dreamland would result in a direct increase in revenue for the local economy, 

as well as providing job opportunities for members of the community.

Furthermore, it is particularly important to note that increasing the events at Dreamland is desperately needed 

to help boost the winter economy in Margate. Currently, many local businesses struggle to survive during the 

winter months, often resulting in closures. It is reasonable to assume that if the foot traffic isn't increased in 

winter 2023, we will see many independent local businesses shut down, further affecting the well-being and 

socio-economic issues of our community.

The hospitality, cultural and nightlife sector in the UK is currently facing an array of obstacles caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Brexit, strikes, the cost of living, and energy crisis. The denial of this application would 

not only have a detrimental impact on the survival and prosperity of Dreamland, but would also have a severe 

and far-reaching effect on a number of other local businesses that heavily rely on the foot traffic generated by 

events like those held at Dreamland. This would have a domino effect on the local economy, as these 

businesses play a crucial role in the livelihoods of an extensive number of individuals and families within the 

community.

Moreover, recent Thanet District Council reports indicate that tourism is on the rise and returning to the area. 

Approval of this application would further boost Margate's profile as a destination for music and culture, and 

attract visitors from not only around the UK but also from further afield. This would provide a much-needed 

boost to the local economy and the community as a whole. The expansion of events at Dreamland would not 

only bring more visitors to the area, but also serve as a catalyst for the growth and prosperity of local 

businesses, by promoting the unique cultural and entertainment offerings of the town.

Denying the application to increase events at Dreamland would be a direct contradiction to the intentions and 

objectives of the Town Deal award that the venue received. The Town Deal grant was specifically given to 

tackle issues such as economic and social deprivation, poor health outcomes, and the deterioration of the 

appearance of the town. Approving the application to increase events aligns with these goals by boosting the 

local economy, creating jobs, and promoting Margate's unique cultural and entertainment offerings. This will 

attract visitors and enhance the overall aesthetic appeal of the town. In addition, it will help to keep local 

businesses thriving, which in turn is crucial for creating more jobs and income for the local economy.

I am confident that Dreamland has implemented appropriate noise mitigation measures such as sound 

direction and monitoring to ensure that noise levels are kept within acceptable levels for the surrounding 

buildings. Additionally, the timing of outdoor cultural activities ending at 11pm is reasonable, particularly when 

considering that many of the buildings in close proximity to the venue are situated near busy and loud roads, 

where traffic noise can often be heard well past 11pm and in many cases, I’m sure, louder on internal decibel 

readings than the music from the venue.

Dreamland has a long-standing reputation as an established cultural and entertainment venue, attracting both 

the local community and visitors for many years. It is likely that residents who chose to live near the venue 

were aware of the cultural and entertainment activities that take place there and should have anticipated some 

level of noise and activity associated with it. The concerns of a small group of residents who live in proximity to 

the venue should be balanced against the significant cultural, and socio-economic benefits that the proposal 

would bring to the entire community.

In regards to the licensing objectives, increasing the number of events at Dreamland aligns with, and in fact 

supports, all of the licensing objectives set out in UK law. Specifically, with regards to the objective of 

preventing crime and disorder, increasing the number of events at Dreamland would provide a positive outlet 

for community members and visitors, thereby reducing the potential for criminal activity.

Cont/d ….



With regard to public safety, increasing the number of events would lead to increased foot traffic in the area, 

providing a safer environment for all. In terms of the prevention of public nuisance, I would argue the reasonable 

hour of 11pm is fair and would be surprised that all of the internal decibel readings in the surrounding buildings 

would be above the legal requirement to be considered a nuisance, therefore not considered a ‘community’ to 

warrant a rejection.

With regard to the protection of children from harm, Dreamland has always been a family-friendly venue and 

increasing the number of events would provide more opportunities for families to participate in cultural and 

entertainment activities together.

Therefore, it is clear that increasing the number of events at Dreamland does not contradict any of the licensing 

objectives set out in the UK, but rather supports and aligns with them.

In summary, I strongly support the application for further events, and believe that it will have a positive impact on 

the local economy, community, and cultural heritage, as well as boost tourism in the area. The benefits of this 

proposal have been clearly demonstrated by economic studies, and are aligned with the goals of the Town Deal 

and wider strategies from TDC.

I implore you to carefully weigh the arguments presented in favour of approving the application to increase events 

at Dreamland. The impact of this initiative will be substantial, despite our small town. The increase in events will 

lead to the creation of jobs and an overall improvement in prosperity for local residents. This, in turn, will foster 

increased economic activity and well-being for the community as a whole.

Furthermore, the initiative will serve to showcase and promote Margate's unique cultural and entertainment 

offerings on a global scale, drawing in visitors from around the world, making our small town with big ambitions an 

international attraction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Duffy

Founder of Faith In Strangers Ltd
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